
 
 

K2 60 YEARS LATER, 7 CLIMBERS ON THE TOP!  
Italy and Pakistan again together on the Great Moun tain 

Cucchi and 6 Pakistani on the top. Now all the clim bers reached safely to Camp 4.  
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K2, 8,611 m. a.s.l. – “From the top we were thinkin g to see Skardu”… Michele Cucchi, an Italian 
alpine guide, and Hassan, a guide from Hushey, embr aced each other on the top of the world's most 
difficult mountain. On the summit there were also o ther 5 Pakistani team members. 7 climbers have 
reached the top of K2: further to Cucchi and Hassan  Jan, they were Muhammad Sadiq, Ghulam 
Mehdi, Ali Durani, Ali, Rehmat Ullah Baig. The firs t group left from Camp 4 at 8 pm while the second 
at 12 pm. The two groups arrived on the top respect ively at 14.33 and 16.54, all the climbers without 
the use of the oxygen. Lungs full of great joy coul d be heard from the radio. A glance casted at the 
horizon and then the descent in two separate groups . Now all the climbers reached safely to base 
camp. Simone Origone after having got to 8,100 m. a .s.l. returned to Camp 4. He helped Muhammad 
Hassan. They are now in their tents at Camp 3.  

Italians and Pakistani together: this is the heart of the project which saw the climbers of the K2 60 Years Later expedition, the first 
official Pakistani expedition, cooperate together to reach the top of K2. An expedition dreamed last year from 6 mountaineers of Hushey 
and from the president of the Ev-K2-CNR Association, Agostino Da Polenza: 60 years after the conquest of Compagnoni and Lacedelli, 
the Italy supports with climbers and means the first Pakistani expedition. A project which has been possible thanks to the logistic and 
organizing support of Ev-K2-CNR, the technical equipment provided from Moncler and from the institutional support of the Government 
of Gilgit Baltistan and the Italian institutions.  

These are the names of all the protagonists which make possible the get of the top: Michele Cucchi, an alpine guide of Alagna (Italy), 
Simone Origone, alpine guide and worldwide recordman of KL, Hassan Jan, Muhammad Sadiq, Ghulam Mehdi, Ali Durani, Ali, 
Muhammad Hassan, Rehmat Ullah Baig, Daniele Nardi for the pictures at high altitude, and at the base camp Muhammad Taqi, 
Agostino Da Polenza and Maurizio Gallo, who returned in Italy in the past days. 

Ev-K2-CNR, which is working since years on the implementation and promotion of the wide Park of K2, the Central Karakorum National 
Park, further to support the climbing expedition, also carried out two scientific mission: the installation of a meteorological station at the 
K2 base camp as well as the measurement through GPS of the Abruzzi Spur and the mountain top. The Ev-K2-CNR, this year also 
thanks to the support of Moncler, has also arranged the cleaning campaign Keep Karakorum Clean on the high camps of the mountain 
and along Baltoro Glacier,. 

Today, as in 1954, Moncler provided the technical equipment for the expedition, which 60 years later celebrates the anniversary of the 
Italian ascent to the K2. The collection Lionel Terray of Moncler, which will be available in October, is inspiring to the items worn from 
the climbers. 

“After 60 years we learned that there are many important ways and many possible climbing, scientific and environmental initiatives, as 
those we performed, to be protagonist in this world, with its mountains, which do not stop to attract our Italian. So, again on the top. Also 
today it remains an extreme challenge. A win challenge, which I hope could help to promote this territory and its Park and the climbers 
who lives in”. These are the words of Agostino Da Polenza, which reached the top of K2 in 1983 and at his 5th expedition to the K2. 

In these hours the climbers are descending towards the base camp that they will reach tomorrow.  

The expedition is patronized by Italian Government, the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Italian Ministry of Environment.  
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